IN FEBRUARY 1942, E. F. Gick purchased the paper, and on Sept. 7, 1944, he 
sold to L. M. Slinkard who operated it until Feb. 1, 1946, when he sold to Clyde 
Brown and L. R. Dowlin. Dowlin purchased Brown’s interest July 1, 1947, and 
operated the paper until Oct. 1, 1957, when Harold and Judy Zimmerman 
bought it. A month later, the newspaper press, a Babcock, collapsed and a Goss 
Web Duplex and a Pony Miehle for job work were installed to replace the 
Babcock, at a time the Post-Record was in a difficult competitive race with the 
Washougal Shopper, which published the Columbia Valley Advocate. In 1959, 
the Zimmermans bought the Shopper from Quentin Pezoldt, and later absorbed 
The Advocate into The Post operation, also obtaining the Clark County News, a 
weekly in Hazel Dell and the Heights area, which The Post-Record published for 
approximately one year. The merger stabilized the operation, and The 
Post-Record began a steady growth and expansion program with the crew 
pictured here in 1959. In front are Judy Isaman, office manager-bookkeeper; 
Anne Blake, proofreader, society editor, columnist (“Coffee Break’’); Dolores 
Bartlett (Reed), advertising director; Gerry Spurgeon, bindery and stuffer; Judy 
Zimmerman, bookkeeper, governmental reports, part-time presswoman; second 
row: Don Ladage, shop foreman; John Ritchie, cameraman, printer; Stan 
Borjesson, pressman; Glenn Burton, linotype operator; John Nett, mailer; Hal 
Zimmerman, publisher; third row: Virgil Struckmeier, linotype operator; Bob 
Beck, editor; Eric Blake, stereotyper, custodian; Ray Houghton, advertising 
salesman; Bill Lauzon, pressman, cameraman and printer. 


